
Winter winds have blasted us and the New Year seems to be full of resolutions and rain. However, let us reflect on 

amazing achievements of our students and keep a little Christmas cheer blazing! Mich Balasz, ILT & Learning 

Resources Manager said that she “was amazed by the number and quality of the cards that the LRC received.” 

 

Tonbridge 

 

Take a look at the picture above – that’s what happy winning faces look like! Vivienne Ambrose, LRC Advisor who 

organised the Tonbridge judging and prize-giving ceremony noted that “It was such a hard competition to judge as 

the standard was so high.” The Tonbridge winners were as follows: 

 

1st Rose Rafferty-Clarke (Art & Design)  

2nd Dan Franklin (prep4life) 

3rd George Harding (motorsport) 

Highly Commended Tiffany Marks (prep4life) 

 

The prize giving was done by Bridget Remy, Tonbridge Campus Director, 

However, when Principal Phil Frier and Vice Principal Chris Hare heard about 

the competition they came down to have a look for themselves!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ashford 

 

The LRCs asked students to design each site’s official Christmas card and the staff were taken back by the creativity, 

witty and clever designs. Mich Balazs noted each design was completely different. 

Claire Brearley, a Level 2 Beauty therapy student, came 

first with her culinary creation of Gregory the Christmas 

gingerbread man card. She certainly ensured that her 

hand-crafted card had his best Christmas face and Debbie 

Chalkley LRC Advisor, was especially taken with his 

“amazing knitted hat – that is so cool!” Claire noted that 

“I love gingerbread! I called him Gregory as I was making 

him – it was really important to make him by hand. I 

inspired by my daughters leggings which had gingerbread 

men on them.” Gregory definitely lead to the sweet smell 

of success! 

 

Second place was awarded to catering student, 

Stephanie Johnson, studying on Introduction to 

Professional Cookery Diploma L1, who cooked up a 

creative storm. Stephanie explained that she had the 

song the Twelve Days of Christmas going round her 

head and Lesley Stone, LRC Advisor, smiled “so she 

adapted it to the various curriculum areas of K college 

in a highly amusing way.” Katie Butler LRC Co-ordinator 

added, “Well Stephanie is a real dark horse as she is an 

excellent creative writer, but I was impressed yet again 

with her original and witty view on life!”   

 

Finally, Shannen West, a Graphic Design student, created an original painting for her Beary Christmas card Vicky 

Mason, LRC Advisor exclaimed “Oh, leopard print earmuffs! That is such a fabulous design!” Paul Norman Campus 

Director, was kind enough to act as prize giver at Ashford and was incredibly impressed by the high standard of all 

the entries. 

 

 



Dover 

 

The Dover Christmas card competition 2013 prize presentations took place in the last week of term. The judges took 

a long time to come to a decision because for different reasons each winner could have won first prize – as the 

display above shows.  

English language lecturer Nathan Kuyper 

shook the hand of Abby Baldwin from A 

levels, at a presentation in front of an 

interested audience in the LRC on 19th 

December. He congratulated her on 

winning third prize for a highly skilled 

drawing of a soulful puppy depositing a K 

wrapped parcel at the feet of a lucky 

recipient.  

Second prize went to a witty entry from Hairdressing 

level 2 – in which Santa and all were poetically 

advised to book an appointment at Dover Hair Salon 

for a pre-Christmas treatment. 

Carrie Hamilton accepted the bag 

of prize money from curriculum 

director Janine Kennard 

 

And finally a very proud Nathan Kuyper 

presented first prize to Kenny Freeland - one 

of his own students -  for a picture of the K 

College Dover Cambia building where a bunch 

of student elves stranded on the roof are 

crying out for help. Their cries are unheard by 

a disappearing sledging Santa who is 

tumbling yellow plastic K’s in his wake. 

 

Post script:  Kieran Kyle’s Christmas card depicting a Scrooge like teacher 

cancelling Christmas for all students made it to the display board but was 

subsequently disqualified by the judges. Kieran is not the 13 year-old student he 

claims to be - but is in fact a LECTURER!  



Folkestone 

 

This year Folkestone student’s had a fir-m favourite of a theme – the 

Christmas tree! As with the other branches students used a range of 

media to create their card designs – from computers to craft materials 

and the ever trusty coloured pencils! Tania Broad LRC Advisor noted 

that the standard was incredibly high; she not only enjoyed creating 

the winners display, but she especially liked merry Rudolph on the 

winning card design by James Hull! 

 Neil Matthews LRC Advisor, was especially pleased that regular users 

and supporters of the LRC entered the competition and won! Sophie 

Anderson created a colourful and traditional tree that won her second 

place. Chris William’s came third with a thoroughly bauble bedecked 

tree. 

 
All three-prize winners were lucky enough to be presented with their well-earned cash in front of their tutors and 

classmates, by John Dixon, LRC Co-Ordinator for Folkestone and Dover, who noted how high the standard was for 

all entries – “a tree-mendous effort!”  

 

    


